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Dear Allan,

With sincere gratitude, the Board of Directors of
Symphony of the Redwoods recognizes and celebrates
the artistic and musical leadership you have given the
Symphony over the last thirty-two years.

Many thanks for the marvelous musical memories.






ﬂyy(ause of Appreciation to Maestro Allan Pollack
for 32 years of dedication to Symyﬁony of the Redwoods
and for ﬁringing World Class Music and ‘Musicians to the coast.
Sym}oﬁony }oerfm’mances have enriched all of our [ives
and elevated our beloved Mendocino to a mecca of music and culture.
With sincere a}opreciation and d’eepest thanks,

we wish you all the best in the years to come.

Sincere[y, Leona Walden & T oEy Wade



Whewn | retired and lLeft San Francisco to- Live in Mendotino, |
worried that | wowld no- longer hane access to- e live music |
love. Thank yow for proving me wrong!

Moargoret Roberts

Thank you, A//an, for prowb’/hg all the SHmID/mny of the Redwoods music
to me and the communfty. Your /cadcrs/w)o and cxpertfse will be sore/y
missed.

With sincere gratitua/c from Marta MacKenzie

pear Allan,

[ am in adwiration of your god given gifts § that you have done
so much to share your varied music training with so many
entities in the music world, near and beyond. | know from my own
experience on the board of a community orchestra that a conductor
who has held the helw for 32 years is special......keeping it all
together is akin to herding cats!

Thank You, telena Bell



| was surprised to- Learn yow would not be conducting
Sympirony of Redwoods this year. | guess | way too accustomed
to- knowing there wowld be season after season of good
dassical music withv sueiv an accomplisihed conductor. The
constol community has beew blessed for over Hhinrty yeors to-
have your crifical eor to- lead Uy local and otirer professional
musicians: This will be diffiendt to- replace. From my
aundience seat | honve only Wstened to- e resudt of yowr work
withv the orchestra; | never felt let downw by the presentation
Yow cerfoinly deserve the promotion to- lesy heckie scheduling.
Congrotulotionsy on a job well done.

Ray Duff

Thank you, Allan, for the wonderfil music you conducted over the
years with Sywmphony of the Redwoods, especially the
Mendelssohn for which yow always seeved to have just the right
touceh.

Todd walton



Dear Allan Po//ack,

Endless thanks for the decades you have enriched the lves of so many of
us in this community. Your unique talents and contagjous Passion for music
has a’ccp[g moved us at every Pcn[ormancc we have attended. Your vision
as artistic director satistied every musical taste as well as nurturing a
curiosity about /camfng more. And your unwavering dedication, generosity,
energy, and warm, engaging Pcrsona/ qua//ﬁcs have been a testimony to all
the goodncss and strcngtk of which human be/hgs are Capab/e. We wish
you the best as you eljoy this well-deserved op/oortunity to pursue what
awaits you.

With dcclo gra titude,

Gay/e and Larry Heiss

Deor Allaw,

Your gift to- us all of many live concerty of the world's
greatest, most beantiful and brilliont music s beyond
remarkaple. It s community generosity of thhe highest order
and hay enviched our lives immeasurably. | know yow didnw’t
do- Ut alone, but i wowldt howve happened withowt yow
Thank yow from owr hearts and happy ears. It iy wonderful
that yow now harve more time for writing music, and we
hare so- enjoyed the productions we hove heard yow perform
of yowr compositions.

Looking so- forward to- his summer’s Music Festivad,

Sharon Hansen



Tenderness, humor, dcelo and extensive musical know/edge and
undcrstandlhg enthusiasm and attention - you have broug/nf it all for so
many years to so many ears. May you find a’e/{gﬁt and fulfillment in
whatever is next.

With gra titude for your support and great gfﬁ‘s,

Annjie Lee

Dear Allan!!

| want to- hank yow for yowr kind and generows support
during my time at the Symphony. | cdearly needed all e
help | condd get: | must admit U was a rollercovster for me, a
“Mr. Mowse’s Wldl Rude”’ for sure, but whot a wonderful ride
U wos....... ferrifying and exhilareting, meeting and working
witiv wonderful new people, lurching from one fundraiser to-
the next, managing the big adrenaline rusines getting ready
for the first concerty of the yeoar, followed by the joy and
sotisfaction of watthing all Hrose folks leanve Cotton witiv
happier heorts and smiles on Hieir faces. Your leadersivip
ond perseverance helped to- make Ut all possible for the
musicionsy onds community fo- share the guft of music wibn
each other. | am groteful for Hhat I+ v an amazing guft yow
hove guwen uy all. Clheers to- yow! On to- the next adventure!
Krisy Stuart



My favorite place to sit attending the wonderful Symphony of the
Redwoods performances over the years became midway on the fifth
row of the upper baleony. From that perch ( could take out my
binoculars and watch all the action. Allan's gentle but dynamic
conducting was a part of the pleasure of viewing (as well as
Listening) to the engaging music being presented. | will miss his
verve. He always seemed to pulsate with passion, which brought a
swmile to my eye and heart.

Sincerely and with gratitude to Allan and all of the members of
Symphony of the Redwoods for all of the hard work and wonderfil
performances,

Rella qadulka

When 1 imagine Symphony of the Redwoods | a/ways see Allan wa/kin‘g on
stage in his enthusiastic swinging stg/c. Fure joy! Each year since he took
the helm, the sound of the Symlohony has grown exponcnt/a//y into its
Potcntia/. | have been honored and a’c/{gﬁtea’ to witness their coming of age
and the wholeness [)roug/nl' to life [)g their Ioartncrship. Thank gou, Allan,
for your brilliance and your steadfast /cadcrshi;o.

Linda Ferry



There are three people who standout in my mind as the forces that made the
Mendocino coast community what it is. Bill Zacha who made the area a center for
art and theater, Ernest Schoefer who enhanced the coast as a tourist attraction by
building the Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens, and Allan Pollack who made
Mendocino a center for classical music. Allan’s leadership in the Music Festival
and Symphony of the Redwoods has had an amazing impact on the cultural
attraction of our beloved area. I was astounded when I discovered the quality of the
SOR. I have lived in larger communities around the country who had symphony
orchestras far less impressive than ours. I recall on a couple of occasions while
photographing SOR rehearsals, talking with visiting artists who were
dumbfounded to find such a talented orchestra in the boondocks.

I also loved photographing the concerts and rehearsals. Allan gave me free reign to

take pictures as I wanted, allowing me to capture so many great memories of the
SOR since 2014.

Bravo, Allan. Your mark on the Mendocino Coast is huge and, I know, will
continue as long as there is a note in your body. Thank you for your huge
contribution to our community.

Respectfully and in awe,
Larry R. Wagner



| haae had tHhie good fortune to- watei the evolution of the
Sympirony wnder the direction of Allan Pollack over many
yearsy and | am trudy saddened by his deporture. He has been
o wonderful influence and o grond force Hrot has molded
this growp of volunteery info- a fune orcihestro.

| wnderstond that there are times for men (and women) to-
strive and create, and thot there are times fo- take a step
back.

Thank yow, Allan, for every note and every chorus Hrat yow
hoae giwen to- me.

Garnish Daly

As a choir mcm[)er, / appreaétca’ that Dr. Pollack /764060’ me express the
emotion of the P/cce we were pen[orming. One wise conductor said that we
would understand how to be directed by Allan if we understood that he was
dccp/y in love with every /oiccc he conducted.

Tanya Smart



-

Apple Hall, Boonville _uw:mﬂo_\_sgm\ wah-m




When | moved to- Mendotino in 1988, | didwt Hink | wouwld
have many opportunities to- play the trumpet on Hhe const,
but one of Hhe first thingy | did when | arrived was find my
way wnto- Symphony of the Redwoods witv Allan Pollack as
Conductor and Music Director. To- my delight, Allan was
dearly a knowledgeable and experienced musicion, and
Hwy began my many years with Symphony of the Redwoody
witv Allan ay Uty musicol leader. Wit his dedication to-
bringung good music to- e covst, and his connections to-the
community, | doubt thaet the orchestra could hove had o
better music divector. s been many yeary since | moved
owny, but recently | came back to- play a few gigs withv the
orchestro and UF became evident Hhat Hre orchestra had
matured v so- many waysy under Allanw’s leadersivip:

Thank yow, Allan, for your many years witiv Symphony of
the Redwoods....... we are all better as o resudt:

James Rodsetr



Allan taug/ﬁ me a great deal in my years with SOR. He’s given me a greater
appreaétion and una’crstana’zhg of the 5ym/o/70nfc repcrtoire, about my
own p/aging, and about /istcnlhg and bcing part of an ensemble. I've
aploreaéteo’ his sharp wit, his clear vision, his dedication and Ioaticncc, and
his incredible talent. His shoes will be hard to #ll. He’s been one of my
better tcac/mrs, for sure, and Il am gratcfu/. He will be sorc/g missed!
Patricia Jekel

Allan taught us a lot. From Allan | will always revuember: "It's

better to play the wrong note at the right time, thaw the right note

at the wrong time." This also shows Allan's sense of humor.
_Joselyn Bartlett

Allan albwaysy inspired wy to- do- better. He told wy that passion
was the most important thing. He tried to- get Hhat owt of ws
by nspiration. He cihhanged ws

Jeff Gront

Every Symphony rehearsal was a music lesson. In between our efforts to improve
a tricky passage, he often tossed off deep and meaningful insights about the
composer or the music. I learned something new at every rehearsal. The passion
he got out of us in performance could be astonishing — we gave back to him what he
gave to us.

Jason Kirkman



When Lisa and I moved to the north coast nearly 30 years ago, I was completely
oblivious to the thriving musical community that existed here. In time, I would
meet so many people who have become such dear, treasured friends and

musical colleagues, one of whom is Allan. I remember reading about SOR even
before I started playing there, and was intrigued by their conductor, Allan
Pollack. Allan was a clarinetist who had studied with Rossario Mazzeo, who had
played under Kousevitsky in the Boston Symphony, and is well known and revered
in the ‘clarinet’ community Thinking back, that introduction gave me just a tiny
glimpse of someone who would wind up having a profound influence on my
musical life. Over the years, Allan has been so kind, nurturing and generous to
give me so many wonderful opportunities; as a soloist with SOR and the honor of
playing in the MMF orchestra for 25 years. It's impossible for me to express the
gratitude I have for these remarkable experiences...

Allan is one of the hardest-working people I know. The Friday-night and
Saturday-morning rehearsals for SOR were often incredibly grueling and
demanding. Allan always emanated energy, confidence, and inspiration to a group
of players who often-times had never played with each other, or were unfamiliar
with the repertoire. But without fail, Allan always delivered electrifying
performances, for both audience and orchestra members.

For me, this past year has been a time of reflection and introspection. One of the
most difficult aspects of this time period has been the loss rehearsing and
performing. It hasn't been all bad-1"ve practiced diligently and the time off from
performing has given me the opportunity to rediscover pieces I haven't looked at
since I was in school. Although I am saddened that Allan has decided to step down
from SOR, I completely understand and wish him all the very best in what lies
ahead. As the saying goes "When one door closes, another one opens”...

Eric Kritz



Allan has been able to balance with grace the narrow rope brfa’gcz between
two wildnesses: the jung/c of the lhcxpcnéncea’ and the maladroit and the
cntang/emcnt of the cxactthgana’ the excellent. He has been able to
balance the reining to‘gct/mr of allisparate abilities and obdurate charactcrs,
who gve him rcsloect, into a Compc//lhg result artistica/{g and CO/?@S/’ve{g.
The love of music is so Iorominent in him that the Io/aycrs understand their
mistakes are not bCIthuc/gca’ [)y whether t/my P/ay correct/g or /hcorrcct{g
but rather are lhspircc/ to P/ay togcthcr as well as thcy can to make a
beautiful whole. It is wonderful to work with such an /htc//{gcnt, erudite,
sensitive and Poc:tic musician. There’s frostlhg on that cake, too: he’s also
very very z(unny!

Virginia 5/73/%65

| especially think of Alaw getting horrible sounds on Friday
night rehearsoly and being able to- transform them magically
to- & reasonable concert by Satwrday might: | think of his
energy ond enthusiosm, os well ay very thorough
prepovation, and feel he hay taunght me o Lot over the years. |
cant imagine anyone else hanving the some level of
dedication to- e process. He has certoinly improved the
Level of the orehestro tremendously and hay been the reason
fine playery from owt of the area hove been willing to- trowel
long dustances to- ploy.

Mowcio Lotter



Every concert was a charge to victory. Allan has a unique ability
to rally the forces, with humor, exuberance, and passion. With
Allan at the helm, the community, the orchestra, and the audience
came together in a trivmph greater tham the sum of its parts.
Meostly, we had a hell of a Lot of fun.

Tammie Dyer

[ had known, of cowrse, that music s more than playing the
right note at the right fime, but of was Allan who- conveyed
fo- us the meaning, the shape and infention of the mugic. He
Aid so- with hard work, humor and frequent—somefimes
maddening —repefifions unfil that shape and meaning was
achieved, and we all felt- of- Owt of that work the music
emerged. | Left each rehearsal with grafifude, each
performance wifh joy at what we had collectively

achieved: The years | was privideged fo- play under Allan’s
Thank yow, Allan, from my heart:

Pawla Mudligan

| have loved /D/aying with Allan as conductor because he is lhspira tional.

He knows his scores inside out and he knows what he wants from the
orchestra. He is honest about what sounds gooa’ and what sounds bad.

A comp/imc:nt from Allan is a L’)g deal. Best of all, Allan is not afraid to make
fun of himself. what a guy!

Ab[gai/Summcrs



What I thought was outstanding about Allan’s conducting of Symphony of the
Redwoods was how he would bring the music to us, with focus not only on how we
played our individual parts but on how a piece worked as a whole. Sometimes the
inner workings of a passage as he brought it out would really be a revelation. 1

want to thank you, Allan, for sharing your love of the music with us.
Alan Kendall

Since | began playing cello as an adult here in Fort Bragg, Allan
Ls the first and most influential conductor | have ever known. tHow
lucky (| was to find this little community orchestra with such a
great teacher. U'll never forget one of my first rehearsals, when |
looked at the music and told Allan t didn't think 1 could do Lit.

He said not to worry about it, that we'd take it apart and work on it
bit by bit, and that it would all come together in the end. And
amazingly, it did! 1t was hard work, but fulfilling

and rewarding. | am so gratefil for all the wonderfil years of
learning and striving to make musie. Thank you, Allan!

sSandy Cosea

Performing under Allan was worth so much more than simply performing in a
couple concerts a few times a year. The memories of working with Allan continue
to inspire my work with music as a student, and as a leader.

Holly MacDonell, Viola, McKinleyuville



Although | wish Allen a very happy refirement from
Symphony of the Redwoody, | will mus him! My many
memories of our concert weekendy are filled with fondness
and great appreciation: Upon arriving for the Friday evening
rehearsal prior fo-the concerts | knew o wourld be an excicfing
and demanding adyenture. | have always admired the way
Allen racsed the bar, fook the lead, and carried wy forth,
wlfimately resudfing in performances we were all proud fo-be
a part of: Everyone in the orchestra fook on this challenge,
striving fo- achieve excellence! Such feamwork!

Thank yow, Alant

Kathleen Lane Reynoldy

I"ve had the privilege of playing under Allan’s baton for nearly 30 years. To play
with the orchestra required a two-hour commute to rehearsal for me. Allan’s
rehearsals were always constructive, educational, and fun which made the drive
always worthwhile. His strong passion for music and vast knowledge of the
repertoire would inspire me to play my best and I loved that he never let the
orchestra settle for mediocre, but had us strive for excellence. I have so many fond
memories playing with Allan, but what stands out is the faith that Allan had in
my playing ability. Allan was able to give me constructive criticism without
damaging my fragile ego; he helped me become a better and more confident player
and leader in the wind section. I also experienced some pretty magical moments on
stage and at times felt a strong connection with Allan while playing solos and
following his expressive conducting. So many magical moments. Allan’s high-
energy, musical expertise, compassion and great sense of humor will be sorely

missed and I wish him the best in his continued music endeavors.
Beth Aiken



There are so many things | could write about Allan, but of all of
his many remarkable qualities it is his gift of expression that (
appreciate the most. Many conductors are all about technical
perfection or putting on a show for the audience, but Allan has an
uncanny ability to awaken the very soul of the musie in both the
players and the audience that has kept us all coming back for
years on end. Yet it is his refreshing and pin-pointing way with
words that rivals even his expressive presence on the podivm.
Anyone who knows hiv certainly appreciates his unique and
effortiess way of seasoning his comments with a humorous twist,
yet his true gift is his ability to capture an obscure musical
concept or effect with just a phrase - a couple of words that simply
nail it for everyone. Many times | have scribbled his quips and
comments in the margins of my music so that | can remember
them and use thev with my own students. So Allan, for the
treasures of Your mind, both musical and otherwise, and your
amazing ability and willingness to share them with the rest of us
for all these years, | thank you!

rRandYy Masselink



 would Look forward to concerts under Maestro Allan Pollack
because | knew the programming would be dynamic, challenging,
and ewjoyable. He did a great job garnering the collective energy
and talents of his players. Thanks for all your years of effort and
service, Allan!

Best wishes, Eric Price, Occasional principal bass, Martinez

It you brfng the level of Passion you showed for the orchestra to your
Post~orc/7c35tra Iife, you will cfjoy a rich retirement. Thank you for your
lhs/oira tion from the Iooa’ium.

Elaine Herrick, Bass, Naloa

Thank yow, Allan, for unspiruing me to- Look for and
appreciofe “planissimo’’ moments amidst Hhe chaos and
nouiness un Life

Richard Chang, Bass, Angwin



Thank you for the time and energy you put into score study and
developing your interpretation of the music we played. it was
always clear that you had a vision of what the piece should be, and
l really value that. Thanks!

cindy Moyer

Even though yow are not a New Yorker, | alwayy felt like yow
were, withy youwr wit and, yes, o bit of attitude. And | enjoyed
yowr musicality.
Best, Karen Danvy

Dear A//an)

Thank you for a lifetime of sharfng your a/cc/o musical lhspiration with us all
and for [ostcring community of the /7{g/765t order. Not/w’ng L’)rings us
togct/k:r like music, and it’s been a /o/casurc and a Joy to know you and to
P/ay under your baton in nglo/wny of the Redwoods and a’uring our car/y
years in San Francisco. Fondest wishes on your retirement. We will miss you
very much but will think of you often!

In harmony and with gratituc/c,

Stcphanie Costanza



Best wishes Allan! Your leading Symphony of the Redwoods has
made every concert set special, and totally worth the drive up from
Sonoma County. My sow loves the educational way in which you
talk about the music before performing it. Keep up the magic,
whatever You do next. Youw'll be missed!

Ruth Wilson, Horn, Rohwnert Park

Deor Allan,

Thank yow for enriching all of owr musical Lives - all of
these years. Ity hard to- imagine a music director/conductor
wiho- could care more abouwt the music and the musical
experience of the concert-goersy and musicions.

Sending owr love & best wisihes,

Bl & Sally Fletther

A//an,

| want to thank you for L’)@iﬂg such an lhspiratlbna/ teacher to me. You
created a ‘;Drozfcssfona/ Jevel” community orchcstra, which 1 had the
Prfvi/cgc of beinga member of as a Mendocino coast community member. |
will dezflhitc[g miss your dramatizations of how to p/ag certain

passages, such as the little mouse Jcrrg sncaking Pasi' Tom the cat. You
rea//g know how to communicate to musicians to inspfrc gorgeous music.
Bevcr[g Karkruff



pear Allan,

[ am Lneredibly grateful for your untiring devotion to bring
classiecal mustie to the Mendocino Coast. Starting when | was a
middle school-aged student, you engrained upon me

a commitment to the highest expectation for performance with
Symphony of the Redwoods, the Mendocino Music Festival, and
local chamber groups. This formed the cornerstone of my musical
education in a way that would have otherwise been unachievable in
such a rural area. | revmember the kind letter of recommendation
You wrote for me as a high school student that helped me to win a
Mewndocino Rotary scholarship for college. in college, medical
school and residency, | played under many different community
orehestra conductors and found that your musical expression as a
conductor is second to none. One of my greatest joys of returning
to the Mendocino Coast has been to participate again in making
musie under Your baton. Your retirement is well deserved and you
will be missed.

Sincerely, Zoe Duff Berna Mp



To- Allawn,

Well, yow really are irreplaceable:!

How- very sad that yow are leaving the Symphony. So- many
tumes throughowt the post yeory | have wanted to- say THANK
YOU for making music happen here. | want to- tell yow how-
much | hane apprecioted playing music withv yow and
learning from yow: Yow hoave given immensely to- me, and to-
this community. And, | guess yow really deserve o rest:

A//an,

Thank you for P/ayinga /Divota/ role in my life with music.

You Iorovidca’ support and encouragement.

You sharpencd my appreciation of orchestral music.

You gave me the o/oportunity to Io/ay in an orchestra, which came with free
music lessons!

You grcat/g im/orovca’ my musfcianshl;o.

You conducted t/7ri//1hg concerts | was prfvi/egcc/ to be Ioart of-

Most of all, thank you for 5/73rfng yourjog of music with me, and with all of
us.

Vcry best wishes on your retirement from SHmID/mng of the Rcdwooa’s,
Kat/y O’Shea



April 25, 2021
Dear Allan,

About five years ago you told the SOR board you had a five-year plan. |
guess this is it! You can finally enjoy family and do what YOU want to do,
not being driven by what you are supposed to do. And now it is bucket list
time, so don’t wait!

I've been thinking about how | came to know you. It started with our move
to Fort Bragg in Sept. 1990, when | transferred from CDF Sacramento; me
with a new baby on the way. | knew Gail Lucas through Sierra Club and
she encouraged me to join. Then Cordelia Shampanier worked on me a bit,
but | wanted a music break. It wasn’t until the following summer that |
attended MMF’s performance of Magic Flute that | knew | couldn’t sit out
another season. Also a new baby is a great reason to get out of the house.

In Sept 1991, | walked into your rehearsal (at the grammar school?) with
sticks and a viola and said, “what do you need?”. And you picked timpani.
And that was it. It took 2 years before Walter Green asked me to play in the
MMF and his operas, and the rest is history.

The Albin family participated in many of your productions. Little Alex (now
30) was a child in Showboat and played trombone in the Pops and also
percussion for SOR. My daughter Jamie (now 37) played a child in Carmen
and later she played assistant 15t horn in MMF as well as 2" horn in SOR
during her brief return from college. My husband Doug was in numerous
opera productions, SOR choirs, etc. Our favorite was Fanciulla del West.

Specific memories? Having fun when Susan performed with SOR; setting
up a drum set for little Julian, who was using a cardboard box for a bass
drum. (And didn’t we sign him up for soccer?) You were a good dad! |
enjoyed gossiping while stuffing envelopes with you and Susan. And |
loved catching up with Julian when | picked him up at the airport while you
were dealing with a cancelled singer for Big Band night.

Over the span of 30 years—you welcomed my getting involved with the
board and let me do what | do. | think of all those countless fundraisers,
soccer dinners, and plans to save the MMF tent; lots of good memories and
stories and you are in the center of them all.



You will be sorely missed by our symphony musicians. Musicians want to
play for you. That's why they come from 5 counties. Twice | remember
Ukiah Symphony musicians (including board members) chose SOR over
Ukiah when there was a conflict of concert dates. Why? Because
rehearsals with you are a wonderful learning experience. Concerts are
secondary.

Who else would tell us to “swing” when playing Beethoven? You are a
genius musician...you explain and demonstrate important chords and
melodies by isolating instruments in certain passages. You tell funny
stories about your former life doing gigs with clarinet and saxophone; you
had us play your composition about the Boonville Fair (so fun!), and you
bring amazing soloists to perform at discount prices because they want to
play for you.

For me personally, | thank you for the countless musical challenges,
holding me accountable to be prepared, and helping me be the best | can
be. Thank you for inviting me to join the SOR and MMF boards, which
developed into some interesting volunteer avenues for me, including my
dive into politics!

You have influenced so many lives, including the many students that you
welcomed into the orchestra; Zoe Berna and countless others, many of
whom became music majors. They owe you a lot because you taught them
to listen and appreciate classical music like no one else.

So please, you and Susan should stick to the plan to have fun doing what
you want to do. Grandchildren are in your future | hope. | hope you will stay

connected with your Mendocino family though the Music Festival and all
that entails.

Fondly with tons of hugs,

*.'; (Aka “Tympani” Tess)




Dear Allan,

What a surprise to receive the announcement of your resignation as music director
and conductor of Symphony of the Redwoods. I want you to know what a special
experience it has been for me to play in your orchestra for the past twenty years.
You have a unique personality and a marvelous way of conducting which serve to
encourage and inspire the players to produce their finest. From my perspective at
the end of our section in the center of the symphony, I was greatly impressed with
your rehearsal techniques. I also enjoyed the marvelous wind players directly
behind and your communication with them. Your knowledge of the score and how
to get results in such a short time was beyond belief!

Thank you for your great efforts to produce first class performances on the
Mendocino Coast. You will be missed but always remembered.

With love and good wishes,

Mary Jerland, Violin, Eureka

Thank you, Allawn, for Yyour 32 years of inspiration and guidance
on our musiecal adventure!

With deep appreciation,

Framncts Rutherford

Allaw, thank yow for the many yeary of bringing your superb
musiclonship and yowr commitment to- excellence

to- Sympirony of the Redwoods. And especially, Hank yow for
the amazing musical opportunities yow honve guen me, botiv
in conducting and performing with the Symphony, which
hove enriched my lLife soo much. | am forever groateful

Love, Carolyn



Thank you, Allawn, for all the musie over all the years, for
relentlessly stretehing our skills and opening our ears at
rehearsals, and then, with the work under our belts, inspiring us to
play our hearts out at the concerts. Emerging at 10opm from
rehearsals on rainy Friday nights, more than once | marveled how,
hidden away in a high school band room in a tiny rural town, our
small but mighty band of musicians negotiated our way through
human history via the works of the great composers. You steered
our craft with passion and determination, and Your pursuit of
excellence has made us all better musicians. It’s been thrilling to
work at this level and | thank you for the tremendous gift you've
given me, the orchestra, and our community.

With love and gratitude,

Mareia S

Allan,

It is with a heavy heart that I accepted your resignation on March 26th on behalf of
the Symphony Board of Directors. It has been so many years and we will miss you
and your leadership greatly. In those times when I would make the long drive late
at night from Sacramento or Berkeley in order to play in the orchestra, I remember
thinking that it was well worth it because we had Allan to lead us. It is a fact that
you 've always been very much loved by the whole orchestra. You have been
instrumental to our growth, and thanks to your leadership, this small rural
community has been blessed with glorious symphony concerts for years.

It has been a joy.

Eva von Bahr






allan our dear friend
your good taste your fine style left
us all so enriched

with love we know how
much you put into our care
beauty eloquence

inspiring us all
gorgeous sublime generous

scores beauty revealed

thank you, barbara d'augelli



Boundless appreciation & standing ovation to you, Allan---
world-classiest rural maestro, molto vivace dancer on the podium, savvy
educator, soulful interpreter, tuner of chaos, herder of cats.

Northwest Nowhere has been enormously graced.

May the music continue to pour through you.

May whatever is next for you achieve liftoff.

Go well, be well, with our bravos ringing in your ears.

Liz Helenchild






“Moon Setting over Albion Bridge” by Rita Crane © 2011
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